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MIS S Frances E .. Willard, deceased, highly esteemed
for her works III the ,cause of temperance and mor~
ality,isaccredited with an epigrammatic statement
which is generally supposed to contain an essence of
wisdom a)llounting ilmost'to inspiration,as follows:"'::'"
" ONLY. THE GOLDEN RULE CAN BRING THE GOLDEN

1

AGE." .

~ Were we s~re that Miss Willard Wafl' inspired, or,
were, we sure that in this sentence she had gathered
up the spirit arid essence of divine revelation' on this
subject, we would in either case lose aU the hope we
nOw entertain for the glorious futU:re.
."
'It is over eighteen centuries since our Master pro:.
mulgated the Golden Rule; ,and his disciples' and fol~
lowers for 'all these centuries have preached it. His
wQtds h:,we been translated into every language under
~~aven, and yet, atthis moment, :how extremely few
there are ef the world's population of fifteen hundred
millions who practice this rule!' Nay, how few 'there are
eV€1n of our Master1s professed followers who make any
preteI)seat governillg ~~eir actions, their words and their
thoughtBby th~sG91~e~1 Rule! ,Letth~a~sw~r :coIlle
from every quarter, ~from the natlons.or Cl\risten:io'rhj
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from the business men and manufacturers, from the
mechanics and laborers, from the home c'rcles, where
selfishness mars everything, and, finally, from the
Churches professedly advocating the Golden Rule.
How much we see of slander, anger, malice, hatred,
selfishness, meanness; how little we see of any effort to
control these in the lives of professed Christians; and
how little reason we haTe, therefore, to supose that the
rule is observed in their hearts.
And yet, if Miss Willard were a true prophetess, or if
she voiced the testimony of the Bible prophets, the only hope of a Golden Age lies in man's acceptance of
this Golden Rule which has met with such slight acceptance for more_ than eighteen centuries. Must we
abandon hope of a glorious Golden Age? Can there be
no Millennium until all mankind, or a majority at least,
shall have voluntarily accepted the Golden Rule, and
brought their hearts and lives into conformity therewith? If so, the Millennial dawn will never come.
Reason and logic can reach. no other conclusion than
this. Must we give up hope?
No, we will not give up hope, for we have "a more
sure word of prophecy," to which "we do well to take
heed, as unto a light which shineth ina dark place, until the day dawn." (2 Pet. 1:19.) We are still in the
dark place; sin and selfishness still abound; the Golden
Rule does not control; we see no evidence of a genernl
acceptance of it: but the more sure word of propher~'
foretold this very condition, furetold that, the present
would be a dark time, and foretold that a glQrious dawn
would come. We do well indeed to take heed to the
prophetic testimony respecting what grei'l!t light will

usher iuthe Golden Age.

.

..

..

...

•

Hope of a Golden Age?

So far from telling us that the Golden Age will
cOlhe by the adoption ~f the Golden· Rule among the
inhabitants of the earth, the more sure word of prophecy tells us to the contrary, that the Golden Rule will
come more and more into disrepute; and that the rule
of selfishness and sin will abound; and that the result
thereof will be a total wreck of present institutions, in
a time of trouble such as was not since there was a nation (Dan. 12:1): a time of anarchy, broughton by the
neglect of the Golden Rule; a time in which "every
man's hand shall be against his neighbor; and there
shall be no peace to him that goeth out nor to him that
cometh in."-Zech. 8:10.
This same sure word of prophecy leaves us not to
grope on in doubt and fear, but assures us that beyond
the coming trouble Immanuel shall reign-that he will
set up his Kingdom upon the ruins of the present self.ish institutions and systems which will then be ground
to powder and "become as the chaff of the. summer
threshing-floors." (Dan. 2 :35.) It informs us that Immanuel will establish his Kingdom by means of this
tilhe of trouble, and indeed that the trouble itself will
be his judgment against sin and selfishness, against the
neglect of the Golden Rule which he laid down, and
that he will break in pieces and consume all these present institutions, and establish in' the earth a kingdom
of righteousness, whose law will be the law of Lovethe Golden Rule.
In harmony with this is the testimony of the more
sure word of prophecy that, "When the judgments of
the Lord are abroad in the earth [producing the great
time of trouble], the inhabitants of the world will learn
righteousness." elsa. 26 :9.) They willieam the inex-
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pediency of sin and selfi~hness, and that thereafter under diYine direction, under the rule of the Heavenly
Kingdom (Christ and his Church, in spiritual power
and glory), no other laws or rules than the Golden Rule
shall be permitted; and under its glorious administration, the prophetic testimony is, "the whole earth shall
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God, as the
waters cover the great deep ;"-so that it shall no longer
be necessary to say one to the other, "Know thou the
L()rd ! " .because all shall know him, from the least to
the greatest.-Jer. 31:34; Reb. 8:11.
This is the glorious day, foretold by Moses and by
the Apostle Peter, when the great Prophet, Priest and
King,-the Christ,-shaH rule the world in righteousness, and execute justice in the earth; when he shall
lift up also the poor and the needy, and him that hath
no helper, and lay justice to the line and righteousness.
to the plummet, and bless all the families of the earth
with the knowledge of the Lord and with opportunity,
if they will, to come into harmony with him and to obtain th.e gift of God, eternal life, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord: while all who reject the grace of God and the
New Covenent shall be destroyed from among the people, in the second death.-Acts 3:22, 23.
Let all those who desire the truth, and who desire
to haye its sanctifying influence upon their hearts and
Ii ves, give the less heed to earthly prophets and wise
men and women, however good they maybe, and give
the more earnest heed to the' 'more sure word of prophecy;whereunto they do well that they take heed, as
unto a light that shineth iIi a dark place, until the day
dawn."
Neither logically nor Scripturally. is there ground
>
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for hope of the Golden Age except in the institution of
the Kingdom of Christ, for which he taught us to pray,
"Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is done in heaven.". Not only is this Kingdom the
world's hope, but it is also the Christian's hope: he
hopes to become a joint-heir with his Redeemer in that
Kingdom. And, "he that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself, even as he is pure. "-1 John 3: 3.
Let us therefore change the statement, and tell to
the whole world the "gospel of the Kingdom," thatONLY THE REIGN OF CHRIST CAN BRING THE GOL])EN AGE.

--->\E'--Lift up your heads, desponding pilgrims;
Give to the winds your needless fears;
He who hath died on Calvary's mountain,
Soon is to reign a thousand .years.
Tell the whole world these blessed tidings;
Speak of the time of rest that nears;
TeU the oppressed of every nation,
Jubilee lasts a thousand years.
What if the clouds do for a moment
Hide the blue sky where morn appears?
Soon the glad sun of promise given
Rises to shine a thousand years.
Haste ye along, ages of glory;
Haste the glad time when Christ appears.
OJ-that I may be one found worthy
To reign with him a thOusand years.
A thousand years! earth's coming gloryl
'Tis the glad day so long foretold;
'Tis the bright mo~ of Zion's glory
Prophets foresaw in times of old.
-POEMS AND HY)fNS OF DAWN.

PARTIAL LIST
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Scriptures which We Understand to Teach

'IRestitution

Of :!IZz r;fAings"

--AND--

FUTURE PROBATION.

----:>\E---A t 3'19-21
Note that the inspired Apostle declares that
• c s.
.
all God's holy prophets spoke of these times
(vss. 21, 24). We should therefore expect to find somethmg
concerning Restitution in the writings of each prophet of the
Old Testament.
All the families of the earth are here menGen. 12:2, 3; 18:18; tioned as beneficiaries. Observe that St.
~
22: 17, 18.
Paul explains that the Seed which will confer the blessing is Christ and his Church (the mystical body of'
which Jesus is the Head). -Gal. 3: 16, 2\1; 1 Cor. 12: 12, 27;
Eph. 1: 22,23.
•
Israel's Jubilee was a type or shadow, the
Leviticus 25: 10.
substance of which shall be realized in the
world-wide Restitution which will follow the establishment of
God's Kingdom at the second advent of our Lord Jesus. Heb.lD:!.
Deut. 18: 15, 18,19. So applied by St.Peter.-Acts 3: 22.
'.
This restoration of life was a foreshadowing
1 Kmgs 17.22.
. of the great Times of Restitution. Isa. 25:6-9.
2 Kings 4:33-36.
A figure, as the preceding.
Ps'a. 46: 9, 10; 72: 1, 7-15; 96: 10-13; 98: 4, 9.
That we may know positively who are to be
Isaiah 35: 10.
the blessed ones, W):l0 shall enjoy the privilege of Restitution by return to harmony with God, compare the
words, "ransomed of the Lord" (vs. 10) with 1 Tim. 2: 6, "a
ransom for all."
'
For comments on these words promising a
Jer. 30: 18; 31: 8. 9. Restitution blessing, see Rom. 11'12, 15.
Jer. 31:29, 30, 34. Compare Rom. 5: 12; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:4·
Ezekiel 16: 44-6R.

God saw fit (vs.50) to slay the Sodomites;
yet our Lord Jesus said (Matt. 11:23) that
they would have repented, under such a ministry as had been granted to Capernaum, which repented- not. Does not this course on
God's part indicate that, since he is no respecter of persons (Acts
10: 34), and since it is his will that ali shall come to a knowledge
of the truth, the death-imprisoned Sodomites shall be brought'
6
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forth (John 5: 29) to their "former estate" (Ezek. 16:55), and
"in that day" be given an opportunity to believe in the "only
name given under heaven or among men, whereby we must be
saved'?" (Acts 4: 12.) Our Lord's declaration that it would be
more tolerable for Sodom in the Day of Judgment than for some
who heard and rejected him, iinplies that that time will be tolerIIlJle for all in proportion as their sins had been sins of ignorance.
(Matt. 11: 24; Luke 12: 47, 48.) And it would be difficult to foretell the restitution of the Sodomites more clearly and more definitely than is done in this chapter. And in selecting so extreme
an example of, clemency our Lord evidently intended that we
should see that the sacrifice which he gave was unquestionably
" a ransom for all. "
Daniel 2'44'
This is a prophecy of Restitution. Because
7'] 3 ]'4 27
any prophecy of the Kingdom of Christ
~ and his saints is a prophecy of Restitution;
forthe Kingdom,is to be set up at the second advent of our Lord
Jesus, "whom the heavens must receive until the times of
Restitution of all things~" -Acts 3: 21.
Hosea 6:1-3.-Joel1:32; 3:1,2,17,18.
~ For inspired comment on this prophecy of
~ Restitution see Acts 15: 13-18. The words
of this apostle ag'ree with those of Paul (Rom. 11), for he says
that this blessing il'< to .he brought to Israel in order that the rest
of "men might seek after the Lord, and aU the Gentiles."

~

~

Compare Matt. 12: 41.

~

Co~nparelsa.2:2-4.

~um

1:15.
Compare lsa. 52:7.
Hab. 2: 14.-Zeph. 3:9.-Haggai 2:6,7 -Zach. 8:20-23.
~ Compare also Psa.30: 5; Matt. 13:43.
~ It s~oul~ be noted that when the. Lord ?C~ cuples hiS throne, the Church relgns wlth
him. "When Chl'ist, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye
also appear with him in glory." (001. 3:4.) Christ will not reign
over his glorified Church, nor the members ofhisglorifiedChureh
reign over each other, bnt the Church complete will reign over
all nations, dead and living (Rom. 14:9), else their title "Seed
of Abraham" (Gal. 3: 29) is a misnomer.
Luke 2: 10, 30-32.
~ Ohserve that our Lord's words in verse 30
~ indicate that the destiny of those who come
up to judgment (vs. 29, R. V.) is not fixed beforehand. Testi,
~on¥ is ~o be taken, and "as I hear, I judg~." AndaU tl;is t.here,
fQ~~ ~~f';lrs tQ ~lw "TH~es Qf ~est\tutlOll,,'1
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Johnl7'9 20 2123 Our Lord's last prayer was not on behalf
_
. , ' , . of the world, but on behalf of his disciples
and those who should believe through their word, and his prayer
forthe whole Church was made that the whole world might afterward have the opportunity to "believe and know that thou hast
sent me ;"-in th~ times of Restitution.
Rom. 5: 18, 19; 8: 19-22.
Note here that the expression "they who
1 Cor. 15:21-23.
are Christ's at his coming (parousia, presence)" evidently does not refer to the Church, f6r they are
Christ's before his second advent, and/ with him constitute the
first-fruits first mentioned. (Note also James 1: 1~.) "They who
are Christ's at his coming" -during his presence-during hIS Millennial reign, evidently refers to "all them that believe in that
day;" -the day of Christ, the times of Restitution. -2 Thes. 1 :10.
2 C 5'19-6' 2
Some think that 1 Cor. 6:2 teaches that
or..
.,
there will be no opportunity to exercise
faith and repentance in the Millennial age, but a careful reading
of Isa 49: 8-10, from which it is quoted, indicates that the body
of Christ is helped and succored in its day of salvation, in order
that it may be the instrument of God for the blessing and releasing of those who are in the prisonhouse of death. Here also
Restitution is taught.
Gal. 3:8.-Eph. 1:10.-Phil. 2:9-11.-Col. 1:20,
A "blessed hope," truly, when we realize
Titus 2: 13.
that the event for which we hope is to usher
in the" Times of Restitution."
Heb. 6: 13,14; 8:11.
1 Peter 2:9.
Since the Churchistobea rovalPriesthood,
there will doubtless be some 'for whom they
will perform the priestly offices; and for whom, if not for the
world of mankind, ransomed by the great High Priest and his
"better sacrifices? "
A prophecy of Restitution, by Eno<;l:t, who
Jude 14.
"pleased God."
-'
. .,
. All the events here mentioned, including
Rev. 20.11,22.1, 17, the invitation to "whosoever will" are to
20: 12.
be fulfilled after the second advent ~fChrist,
after the Church has become the" Bride, the Lamb's, wife."
after the establishment of his Kingdom. Observe also, that the
invitation is to be extended to "all the dead," befOl:ethethrone.
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